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NEWS FROM UKRAINE
Government of Ukraine approves biometric passports introduction plan
The Government of Ukraine approved a plan for the introduction of biometric passports, which is one of the key
points for the visa liberalization with the EU.
A single data base, demographic register, will be set up in the country to implement this plan. The Government
of Ukraine allocated UAH 793.3 million up to 2016 for this purpose.
Ukrainian biometric passports will contain basic data: digitized photo, digitized signature, name, date of birth.
Fingerprints will be an additional option.
The internal passport will be valid for 10 years. Replacement of an old-type passport with a new biometric is
voluntary. According to preliminary estimates, the cost of a new passport will be UAH 350.
Read more: ForUm, 12 September 2013
http://en.for-ua.com/news/2013/09/12/104931.html

EU mission evaluates Ukraine’s progress in implementing Visa Liberalization Action Plan
An EU mission visited Ukraine at the beginning of September to analyze progress in implementing the first
stage of the Visa Liberalization Action Plan. Inter alia, the mission’s experts discussed important issues of
border management, improvements in the legal regulations of the border management activities, crossborder cooperation, international technical assistance projects, and the implementation of the Ukraine — EU
Readmission Agreement. Currently the experts are working on the report which will be of key importance for
Ukraine’s successful transition to the second stage of the Visa Liberalization Action Plan.
Read more: Europe without Barriers, 9 September 2013
http://novisa.org.ua/en/vizit-otsinochnoyi-misiyi-yes-viznachit-uspihi-ukrayini-u-vikonanni-planu-dij-shhodoliberalizatsiyi-vizovogo-rezhimu/

Commissioner Füle sets out vision for Crimean Tatar community
Crimea is a region of pivotal importance for the EU’s engagement in its Eastern Neighbourhood, but its great
economic potential is still largely unrealized, European Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy
Štefan Füle said addressing the Conference on the Rights of Crimean Tatars in Simferopol, Crimea.
The Commissioner stressed the need to address “the consequences of a painful chapter in the history of Europe
and Crimea” (the deportation by the Stalin regime of the Crimean Tatar population, along with other ethnic groups).
Štefan Füle commended Ukraine’s efforts during the last twenty years to accommodate the many waves of
returnees, including over a quarter of a million Crimean Tatars and thousands of other Formerly Deported
Peoples (FDP).
The EU has regular contacts with the Ukrainian authorities and with representatives of the Crimean Tatar
Community on issues that affect Crimean Tatars, Štefan Füle said, but there is “a substantially diverging assessment
of the situation on the ground.” He insisted that more work has to be done over a range of issues, including
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the legal aspects of return; the issue of land, housing and property; political participation; the socio-economic
aspects of return and integration; the issue of language, culture and religion; and the issue of education.
Commissioner Füle said the recommendations of the OSCE High Commissioner for National Minorities should be
looked into very carefully. The Commissioner called upon both authorities and representatives of the Crimean
Tatar people to ensure that an open and inclusive political process is in place.
Štefan Füle outlined “three deliverables that should be up in our agenda,” namely the establishment of a legal
framework for FDPs, possibly through the adoption of the Law on the Restoration of Rights; the extension of
the Bishkek Agreement to facilitate the process of return and the easing of migration rules of FDPs; and the re-
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Canadian visa application centres opened in Kyiv and Lviv
Kyiv and Lviv now host two Canadian visa application centres, the Embassy of Canada to Ukraine ( http://www.
canadainternational.gc.ca/ukraine/visas/index.aspx?lang=eng ) informs. The centres offer services that are
aimed to facilitate and ease the process of obtaining a Canadian visa and include phone, e-mail and face-to-face
consultations in Ukrainian, as well as control over the accuracy of the filled-in application forms. For an additional
fee, there is also a possibility to get a photocopy, get one’s photo taken or use the computer terminal to fill in the
on-line application form.
“The Government of Canada aims to create new jobs and foster economic development by engaging more and
more visitors, foreign students, qualified part-time workers and immigrants who fulfill the present and future
needs of the labour market. This is why the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration aims to issue visas and
permissions as fast as possible, in order to make the travel more easy for immigrants, visitors and students”,
states the Embassy.
Read more: Europe without Barriers, 18 September 2013
http://novisa.org.ua/en/u-kiyevi-ta-l-vovi-vidkrilisya-vizovi-tsentri-kanadi/

Ukrainian citizens can stay in Turkey for 60 days without a visa — twice as long as before
According to the decision of the Government of Turkey that entered into force on 5 September 2013, the maximum
length of stay in Turkey for Ukrainian citizens was increased from 30 to 60 days, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
informs. Total stay in Turkey must not be longer than 90 days within 180 days since the day of first entry.
Read more: Europe without Barriers, 16 September 2013
http://novisa.org.ua/en/ukrayintsi-zmozhut-perebuvati-v-turechchini-bez-vizi-vdvichi-dovshe/
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Ukraine, 11 September 2013 (in Ukrainian)
http://kiev.emb.mfa.gov.tr/ShowAnnouncement.aspx?ID=193981

European Parliament introduces visa waiver suspension mechanism
On 12 September 2013, the European Parliament adopted amendments to the EU visa rules that include a new
visa waiver suspension mechanism. These measures are aimed at preventing the misuse of the visa-free regime
for purposes other than the intended short-term travel to the EU. After the granting of visa liberalization to some
Western Balkan countries, several EU Member States were confronted with a considerable influx of persons that
travel visa free to the EU and then abuse asylum procedures.
The European Commission emphasizes that the visa waiver suspension mechanism should be applied only as a
temporary measure in clearly defined emergency situations.
Read more: European Union, 12 September 2013
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-784_en.htm
Disclaimer: the news and views contained in these media monitoring dispatches, which are provided for information purposes only, do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of IOM or its Member States, nor does IOM represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any advice,
opinion, statement or other information provided herein.
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